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a Germany with hidden factories, plans for new destroying
agencies with disease-germs, of a fiightfiilness that would
make even the Blonde Beast pale. There is no manner or
shadow of possible doubt, that the storm troops, brown-
shirts, etc.3 are receiving far more military training than
necessary for national character building. What will
France, Britain and Italy do about it if the situation
continues so to develop?

The only real question between ourselves and the late
Allies, principally France, is are we going to allow Germany
to increase her army legally and to repress illegality? She
has now an authorised standing Army of ioo5ooo long
service men. It is probably nearly as good as our own,
less, as in 1914, that admirable round-the-world service
which gives our officers and men such incomparable
confidence. France is in some difficulty how to envisage
the matter. She does not like this Reichswekr of 100,000
men. All to her eyes are potential instructors to the Nation
in arms. On the other hand the proviso that the Reichswehr
shall be a long service force, is born of the world experience
and especially that of France in 1814. When France
smashed, in 1806, the magnificent fagade of an army
descended of the great Frederick, the emasculated Prussia
was condemned to a small Army, and in the busy years
that followed, the rate at which Prussia passed her soldiers
through the ranks, short service armies being then a new
thing, was not noticed. In the eight years between Jena
and Leipsic, the mobilizable strength of Prussia, with
simple musket training, was very large compared with
her standing armies. It thus helped very considerably
in the hounding of Napoleon to his doom, and the putting
of France back within her boundaries.

If Germany is allowed to increase her standing Army
of 100,000 long service to 300,000 short service men, it
is not hard to see that her mobilizable strength will be
very considerable, and well over a million. Besides this